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Principal’s Message —  
“Try not  to become a man of success, but rather a man of    

value.” 

                                                                        -- Albert Einstein                                           

THE MIDDLE VIEW 

 

Dear Parents, 

  

            At the risk of sounding cliché, of course, we all 

want our children to grow into successful adults. But, 

what is success? As parents, our view of our children’s 

success, or more accurately, their value, may be very 

different than the media message they see and hear 

every day. Recognizing this, our challenge must be to 

help our children view success in a fundamentally dif-

ferent way from what they see on the television set. Suc-

cess isn’t glitzy popularity, sexual appeal or overly con-

spicuous consumption. Nor, should we limit our chil-

dren’s conception of success to the academic or athletic 

spheres. We need to teach our children a far broader 

conception – that is, success is to do well in school, have 

quality friends, a healthful lifestyle, and most of all, to 

be a person with kindness, integrity and honor. As par-

ents, we understand that success cannot be narrowly 

viewed, but instead must be holistically viewed. This is 

why we feel a particular sense of pride when someone 

shares with us that our child did a particularly fine act 

of kindness or supported another person in a time of 

trial. 

  

Our school understands this critical develop-

mental perspective and our accompanying role in sup-

porting our children towards this goal. This is why we 

have a comprehensive daily advisory program, social 

skills development programs, anti-bullying activities, 

and opportunities for our children to assist those less 

fortunate. We stress not only academic excellence, but 

excellence of character. We seek to have Einstein’s 

words ring true…our students should become adults of 

value. 

  

Best wishes, 

Peter Osroff 

Garden City Middle School Volume 6: Issue 2 

November 2007 
http://middleschool.gardencity.k12.ny.us/ 

Calendar 
 

Nov. 1Nov. 1Nov. 1Nov. 1    
Parent/Teacher  
Conferences 
6:30-8:30 

    
    

Nov. 2Nov. 2Nov. 2Nov. 2    
Photo Make Up 

Day 

End of 1st Qtr. 

6th Gr. Party 

7:30-9:00 

 
Nov. 5Nov. 5Nov. 5Nov. 5    

Parent/Teacher  

Conferences 

7-9 PM 

 
Nov. 7Nov. 7Nov. 7Nov. 7    

Parent/Teacher 
Conferences 
9AM-12 Noon 
No Classes 

 
Nov. 12Nov. 12Nov. 12Nov. 12    

Veteran’s Day 
School Closed 

 
 

Nov. 16Nov. 16Nov. 16Nov. 16    
6th Gr. Rec. Night 

7-9PM 
 
 

Nov. 19Nov. 19Nov. 19Nov. 19    

Board Mtg. 

8:15 

 
Nov. 22-23 

Thanksgiving 

School Closed 

 

Nov. 30 
7th Gr. Party 

7:30-9:00 

 

 ATTENDANCE 
 

The Middle School 

attendance number to 

report absences and lateness 

is  478-3088. 

 

You can reach this number at 

any time -the machine is 

always on. Education Law 

permits excused absence or 

tardiness for the following 

reasons only: sickness or 

death in the family, 

impassable roads or weather, 

religious observance, school 

supervised trips, and required 

presence in court.  Absence 

or tardiness for any other 

reason  i s  cons idered 

unexcused.  Parents are 

requested to advise the school 

of a child’s absence or 

lateness by telephoning the 

school before 9:00 AM.  The 

school will telephone the 

homes of any unreported 

absentees after 9:00 A.M.  

  IMPORTANT 
For safety reasons 

only buses are allowed 
to use the Stewart 
Avenue circle from  
8:00 – 8:30 AM and 
3:00 – 3:30 PM . 

Cars CANNOT use this 
circle at these times   
Please use one of the 
alternate drop-off 

points . 

Reminder 

 

Breakfast is available in 

the middle school  

cafeteria at 7:30 a.m. 



General Information 

  News from Guidance 
 

Kitty R. Klein, District Coordinator of Guidance 
Robyn Weiner, Sixth Grade Counselor 

Michele Ingoglia, Seventh Grade Counselor 
Vinny Tumminello, Eighth Grade Counselor 

 
How I Can Best Help My Child 
For many children, the start of the school year begins with the greatest inten-
tions.  A fresh start can be wonderful motivation to put your best foot forward.  
Everyone could benefit from a clean slate!   
 
As school counselors, we suggest parents seize this opportunity to set the tone for 
the academic year.  There are many ways for parents to partner with teachers and 
counselors to help their child develop and strengthen good study and work hab-
its.  During the middle school years, students should be discovering their individ-
ual learning styles, as well as developing strategies that will enable them to reach 
their potential.   
 
Identified below are some suggested tips for parents. 

1. On a daily basis, ask about your child’s day and schoolwork.  Have them re-
port what took place and what is being covered in class.  Parental involvement is 
paramount. 

2. Create a good work environment at home – free from distractions, i.e. televi-
sion, music, computer and phone.  If possible, homework should be completed at 
the same time each day – preferably after a small snack. 

3. Know your child’s friends.  It is common for social issues to impede a child’s 
academic focus during the middle school years. 

4. Promote good health habits.  Ensure that  your child is eating regular bal-
anced meals and healthy snacks.  Students should also have proper exercise and 
get enough sleep each night so they are able to focus and participate in class. 

5. Check the school website: http://gardencity.k12.ny.us/middleschool for 
teacher updates, test and project planning and daily assignments. 

6. Encourage your child to join one of the many school clubs or sponsored ac-
tivities.  Becoming a member of a school club is an opportunity for a child to ex-
plore their interests and talents, as well as, a chance for them to meet others and 
make new friends. 

7. Seek out school resources to help your child with content material as well as 
becoming a more involved student.  Students should avail themselves of teacher 
extra help sessions, support classes for 7th and 8th grade students and the library 
resource center. 

8. Each child can benefit from parental encouragement.  Praise your child’s 
achievements and efforts.  This will help build their self-esteem and help them 
try their best. 

9. Inform the counselor whenever there is a situation that may impact your 
child’s learning and ability to do their best in school.   

10. Encourage a positive attitude towards education.  When discussing school 
issues, let your child know that you and school personnel work as a team to sup-
port their success. 
 



News from Guidance (continued) 
 
Grade Level Highlights 
On September 5th, 358 sixth grade students were welcomed to Garden City Middle 
School.  Students arrived excited and eager to begin their journey of spending the next 
three years at the Middle School.   
 
Continuing the transition program from last year (which included “Buddy Days” and 
“Counselor Visits” in each of the elementary schools), Mrs. Weiner provided a sixth grade 
orientation lesson in each of the sixteen (16) English Language Arts classrooms.  During 
these classroom visits, the role of the counselor was explained and students created a list 
of topics that they would like to discuss with their counselor.  Some of the topics included 
school, family, friends, and bullying.   
 
Students were also encouraged to involve themselves in school clubs and/or intramurals 
so that they could meet new friends and connect to their new environment.  The lesson 
ended with students filling out an information sheet which provided Mrs. Weiner the op-
portunity to learn more about her students.   
 
In grade seven, Mrs. Ingoglia visited each of the Home Economics classes to begin the 
career unit.  As part of the seventh grade curriculum, Mrs. Ingoglia explored career inter-
ests and explained how these interests can lead to choosing a college major.  It was also 
discussed how exploring colleges in high school would be an important process, particu-
larly as it would help students self reflect on their strengths and talents.    
 
In grades seven and eight, both Mrs. Ingoglia and Mr. Tumminello invited newly regis-
tered students for a “New Kids” lunch group, where students (who are new to the district) 
had an opportunity to meet other students and share their experiences and feelings. 
 
In all grades, students have already begun meeting individually with their counselors.   
This is a new initiative that came from last year’s Guidance Program Review as one of the 
goals for 2007-2008.   By meeting with each student and in each grade, it will help create 
a better dialogue between the student and his/her counselor.   It is our hope that students 
will feel even more comfortable coming to the guidance office; and students are encour-
aged to stop by as often as needed.   
      
SchoolTool 
Garden City School District has transitioned into a new student data management sys-
tem called SchoolTool.  This web-based program provides an opportunity for the coun-
seling department to access student data from virtually any computer.  Through this 
program, counselors are able to address and make scheduling changes, view demo-
graphic and academic information, as well as other necessary functions. 
 
Last year, as we migrated from SASI to SchoolTool, countless hours were spent ensuring 
that significant training was put aside for district staff to learn about this new program.  
For guidance staff, training began as early as last spring and over several sessions.  The 
Counseling Department’s use of SchoolTool has been very successful and we are excited 
to continue throughout the year with this wonderful program.   



 
News from Guidance (continued) 

 
 
After School Involvement 
During the spring semester (2007), one of our goals was to revise the 
middle school activity booklet to include descriptions of each school 
sponsored club and activity.  Doing so would potentially increase the 
number of students involved in activities, assist students in exploring 
their interests, and help students meet other students.   
 
Our middle school has over twenty clubs and activities, and a listing can be 
found in the Club/Activity Description Packet (which was mailed home to 
all parents in August).  It can also be accessed from our counseling website 
at http://gardencity.k12.ny.us/middleschool 
Please note, students can join a club at any time during the year!  
 
 
Middle School/High School Program 
A leadership program at the high school, Students Helping Students (SHS), will 
be visiting the middle school on Wednesday, November 14th to talk about issues 
related to peers, rumors, and friendships.  High school girls from SHS will talk 
to middle school students about how they help others and how they promote 
positive chain reactions in the high school. 
 
Ms. Natasha Khan (the SHS program advisor and high school guidance coun-
selor) as well as Ms. Noreen Bonagura (middle school social worker), will work 
together to develop this important dialog between the middle and high school 
students.   This program will be instrumental in assisting eighth grade girls es-
pecially when they transition into high school. 

 

Residents Meet World Leader 
 

 Garden City Middle School student Daniel Talbot enjoyed a 

unique opportunity to meet a world leader.  Valters Zatlers, the 

newly elected President of Latvia, took time out of his busy sched-

ule to visit the Latvian Lutheran Church in Yonkers.       

Daniel and his family enjoyed an afternoon of singing and danc-

ing.  Daniel also had the opportunity to shake hands with Presi-

dent Zatlers and even pose for a picture.  We are so thrilled to 

hear about Daniel’s exciting day!       



Cutting Edge Technology Comes 

to the Middle School Band Program 

in 

Smart Music 
 

 
On Thursday, September 27 at 7:30 PM in the Middle School auditorium, the MS Band Directors Martha Boonshaft 

and Jen Iovino held a parent meeting to discuss the implementation of the new Smart Music software program. 

Smart Music is a computer/web based teaching program that has been designed for musicians at all levels.  

 

With Smart Music loaded on a computer, students plug in an instrumental microphone and begin practicing. They 

play their part with accompaniment and receive, in real time on the computer, detailed feedback on their perform-

ance.  The program gives the student a recording of every attempted exercise they play. Upon completion of the 

assignment, a graphic of the performance with color coded notes, symbolizing right and wrong, appears for the stu-

dent.  If the student needs to identify a note or a fingering, they need only click on the note and the information ap-

pears. 

 

Smart Music Impact, the web-based grade book, affords parents a real time look at their child’s home practice pro-

gress.  With a few simple key strokes, parents can see assignments their child has been given; which ones have been 

completed and the corresponding grade. The parent can also listen to an mp3 recording of the submitted work and 

read comments by the teacher specific to that performance. 

 

This program allows the teacher to individualize instruction by lesson group and even by individual student. The 

teacher can tailor assignments to provide students with the greatest opportunity for success and progress. It also 

compiles an audio file as well as a graphic record of student’s performance for assessment. 

 
Garden City Middle School is very excited to pilot this cutting edge program that takes the district wide initiatives 

of technology integration and differentiated instruction to a whole new level. With amazing accompaniments for 

more than 30,000 titles, challenging exercises, and the ability to record personal CDs, Smart Music is the future of 

music learning. 

In the rear right corner of the Garden City Middle School library there is a new 

section that pertains to SOCIAL EMOTIONAL LITERACY(SOCIAL EMOTIONAL LITERACY(SOCIAL EMOTIONAL LITERACY(SOCIAL EMOTIONAL LITERACY(SEL).).).).    
    
Kim Greenwald and Noreen Bonagura spent 

time this summer organizing and putting this “library corner” together. 

 

Stop by, look and utilize all the materials. 

 

This is a work in progress, if you feel that there is something that you would like to 

add to this section, contact either Kim or Noreen.    



Food for thought…Family dinners give 
kids a message to chew on, too 
   Ellis Henican September 26, 2007 
 
  It really did start at the family dinner table. 
Bill was there.  And Mary and Tom and Michael and me. 
Of course all five of the kids were there. 
It was 6 o’clock, dinner time at the Henicans’. 
 My dad would be home from work by then.  Mom had the table 
set.  Pretty soon, she and the older kids were carrying 
the plates from the counter near the stove and filling glasses 
with whole fat milk. 
 Excuse me if I’m sounding a little gauzy here.  But I’m giving it 
to you as I remember. 
 Not every dinner was idyllic at the Henican house.  We bickered 
our share.  There was one night I dumped an entire glass of milk 
over Bill’s head when he got the better of me in an argument. 
And- this is hard to say now, but who can deny it? – my mother 
was just an average cook. 
 Still.  Those ancient family dinners- trading funny stories, 
debating the news and politics, answering the predictable 
questions about how each of us spent the day – well, that was 
how my brothers, sister, and I learned to be the people 
we became.   
 Sitting down for meals together, night after night after night, 
even when we thought we were too cool to do so. 
 And now, after all these years, I have scientific proof. 
 This week, the National Center on Addiction and Substance 
Abuse at Columbia University, run by former cabinet 
Secretary Joe Califano, has an eye-popping new study out.  It 
shows that kids from families who eat dinner together 
five nights a week are two or three or more times less likely to 
smoke cigarettes, drink alcohol, smoke marijuana, abuse 
prescriptions or take hard drugs.   
 Just that one factor. 
 And it turns out that un-addicted kids aren’t the only predictable 
benefit of frequent family dinners. 
 Lower incidence of depression.  Fewer suicidal thoughts.  That’s 
from a study published in the Archives of Pediatrics. 
Less obesity and far better nutrition.  That’s from a Harvard 
study of 16,000 nurses’ children. 
 No, the real Happy Meals don’t come from McDonald’s.  They 
are eaten by a family at home. 
 And, no, it doesn’t count if the food is bought at the drive- 
through and consumed on the way to the mall. 
 But hold on a second here!  Whatever the research says, every 
parent knows that family dinners have never been harder to arrange. 
 Both parents are working.  Everybody’s tired at night.  The girl 
has soccer.  The boy has computer class.  And oh my God, what 
about the Halo 3 time?  And when’s the tutor coming tonight? 
 A huge challenge for parents, no doubt.  But you know what 
politicians, ad writers and pop-culture arbiters are finally catching on. 
 The mayor of Tulsa, Okla., is formally urging local families to 
sit down for dinner at night.  One major rice company is  
advertising itself as “Friends of the Family,” and is urging 
parents to let the children help cook.  On Sunday, the  
classic – TV cable network, TV Land, aired a full night of a 
dinner themed “Andy Griffith,” “Sanford & Son” and “M*A*S*H”  
episodes – then went dark for an hour on Monday night so 
viewers could eat with their kids.   
 Sure, it was a stunt – but a stunt that seems to be connecting 
“The more often children eat dinner with their families, the 
less likely they are to smoke, drink or use illegal drugs,” 
said TV Land president Larry Jones, echoing Joe Califano. 
 So try, OK?  It really might make a difference. 
 
Copyright 2007, Newsday Inc. 
 



 
 
 
 
 

What is a Middle Schooler? 

 
What is a middle schooler? 

I was asked one day. 

I knew what he was 

But what should I say? 

 

He is noise and confusion. 

He is silence that is deep. 

He is sunshine and laughter,  

or a cloud that will weep. 

 

He is swift as an arrow. 

He is a waster of time. 

He wants to be rich,  

but can not save a dime. 

 

He is rude and nasty. 

He is polite as can be. 

He wants parental guidance,  

but fights to be free. 

 

He is aggressive and bossy. 

He is timid and shy. 

He knows all the answers. 

But will still ask “why.” 

 

He is awkward and clumsy. 

He is graceful and poised. 

He is ever changing. 

But don’t be annoyed. 

 

What is a middle schooler? 

I was asked on day. 

He is the future unfolding. 

So do not stand in the way! 

 

Wrtten by an eighth grade student 



6th Grade Spanish students use their cell phones to 
speak Spanish: 

  

 Mr. Strauzer's grade 6 Spanish students used their cell phones in class 
to practice personal identification material.  After having been taught how to 
ask and tell their phone number, pairs of students came to the front of the 
room, one asked "¿Cuál es tu número de teléfono?", while the other student 
provided his/her number. The "question asker" then punched in the num-
ber.  When a connection was made, the students exchanged greetings, names, 
how they are, and said goodbye.  The students did a phenomenal job and were 
very excited to "talk" with their friends in class.  

Garden City Students Celebrate 50th Steuben Parade   

 

They say it never rains on the Steuben Parade, and this year was no exception.  A damp morning 

gave way to brilliant sunshine for the 50th anniversary of the annual parade that celebrates General Friedrich 

Wilhelm Baron von Steuben and the contributions he and other German-Americans have made to this coun-

try.  Garden City Middle School’s German language students in the 6th, 7th, and 8th grades joined the Septem-

ber 15 celebration, marching up New York City’s Fifth Avenue along with approximately fifty cultural 

groups, including bands, dance groups, marksmen, and others from all over Germany, and German-American 

clubs and marching bands from the United States and Canada. 

In honor of the special anniversary, Dr. Henry Kissinger served as Grand Marshal.  A former Secre-

tary of State, he is the highest ranking German-born politician in the United States.  Other honored guests 

included Ambassador of the Federal Republic of Germany Dr. Klaus Scharioth, Consul General Dr. Hans-

Jurgen Heimsoeth, and New York State Supreme Court Justice Ute Wolff Lally, the highest ranking German-

born woman in the United States.  

Garden City students and parent chaperones met Germans in “tracht,” the traditional clothing of Ba-

varia, and others in the colorful dress of the Schwarzwald.  They enjoyed a preview concert by a Magdeburg 

brass band, talked with Germans from such places as Schleswig-Holstein, Berlin, and Hessen, and negotiated 

with a clown on stilts for some candies.  Some of the older students even communicated with German natives 

in their language!  Once they began to march, Garden City students proudly carried the Middle School ban-

ner and were announced as they passed dignitaries in the reviewing stand.   

Dr. Hecker and her students would like to thank chaperones Mrs. Chianese, Mrs. Clarke, Mrs. Cun-

ningham, Mrs. Kennelly, Mrs. Minett, Mrs. Tiger, Mrs. Umland, Mr. Knoell, and Mr. Vail. 

 

 TELEVISION STUDIO CLUB 

 
The Television Studio Club is starting this year!   

 

Look for weekly news reports by students for  

students.  The club Advisor is Mr. Lee.  


